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ILLUSTRATIONS OF CHRONIC RHEUMATISM AT SARATOGA SPRINGS, 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—In compliance with your invitation, and with former prac- 
tice, I forward for insertion a few cases illustrating the combined effects 
of Saratoga waters and other remedies in chronic rheumatism, extracted 
from among the doings of several years past. 

Omitting all remarks, in this place, of the bewildering discrepancy of 
opinion among authors and practitioners, both as to the etiology and 
treatment of this disease, it seems necessary to make but a single prefa- 
tory statement, and that relates to the seat of the disease. It is an 
established fact in my mind, as will appear in the following cases, that 
this specific morbid action or inflammation, called rheumatism, is widely 
diffused in its location ; that it may be seated wherever the fibrous struc- 
tures exist, in the dura mater, theca vertebralis, capsular or arthritic mem- 
branes, in the fibro-serous structure of the heart, and in the widely- 
spread aponeuroses or fascie of the muscles. In this opinion, happily, 
our best writers are generally united ; and the following cases, selecte 
without any attempt at classification or any purpose of establishing a 
theory, will probably be thought to be in harmony with it. 

Case I. Rheumatism of the Dura Mater and Theca Vertebralis.— 
Treatment, perturbation of the alimentary canal, alteratives, Congress 
water and baths. 

S. F. H.,a physician of about 45, consulted me July 30, 1841. Had 
been in active practice till April. His usual weight 203 pounds, florid and 
highly susceptible in his nervous temperament. Has-had wandering neu- 
ralgia in his legs for twenty years. April 1, 1841, a sudden attack of 
theumatism in the wrist and legs, accompanied by pain and soreness 
of the limbs. Within a week the feet became cedematous. Unable 
to be recumbent; great dyspnoea; jactitation ; mental derangement for 
three weeks. Feet were tapped ; twelve leeches to chest, antispasmodics, 
assafcetida, castor, valerian. Great relief. Legs remained free from effu- 
sion, but were helpless. Antimonjal pustules to the spine. Severe 
stinging pain in the face; pain in the head; eyes inflamed. In two 
months able to commence riding. Has since had very alarming sensa- 
tions in the brain and chest, like immediate death, also feelings of angina 
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pectoris, with flatulence and indigestion. Tongue furred on one side: 
has been thickly coated. Appetite voracious; food does not distress: 
bowels soluble. Pulse in the commencement of attack varied from 60 
to 150. Memory has been greatly impaired, now improving. Singular 
rays of light darting in front and sides of eyes. Pulse now 74, and hard, 
Directions—Take three half pints of Iodine Spring water each moming, 
3j- antimonial wine at bed-time. Bath from twenty to thirty minutes 
every evening. 

July 31st.—Slept till 2. Pulse softer. Directions—One and a half 
teaspoonfuls antimonial wine, hora somni. Continue Iodine water, and 
bath at 90°. 

August 3d.—Diarrhcea; twenty evacuations last night; offensive ; 
numbness of hand gone; moribund sensations diminished. Pulse 84, 
and perfectly soft; tongue coated. Directions—The diarrhcea not to be 
checked, and the Iodine water and baths continued. Bath at 94°. 

5th.—Pulse 72, early morning. Had five to seven evacuations; no 
pain of bowels. Food passes nearly whole ; turns of annihilation gone. 
Directions—Half teaspoonful antimonial wine nights ; water mornings. 
Omit bath. 

7th.—R. Tinct. hyoscyami, 3 j.; aqua ammonie, 3 jj. ; tinct. sanguin., 
3ij. M. Dose, 3). sale the regular meals. Resume baths 98°, and 
continue water mornings. 

11th.—The diarrhcea still continues, and is allowed to proceed. Con- 
tinue all. 

18th.—Looseness of bowels gone. This morning sudden loss of con- 
sciousness in the right half of brain. General, extreme nervousness. Ap- 
petite gone. Directions—Add a teaspoonful of cream of tartar to each 
tumbler of the [odine water, and take sufficient to re-produce active ca- 
tharsis. Renew the hyoscyamus mixture, which has been discontinued 
a few days. 

19th.—Is very well to-day. Appetite and comfortable sensations re- 
stored. Leaves to-morrow, to resume his business. 

I have frequently called on Dr. H. since the above. Hesoon forgot 
his rheumatic difficulties ; and has since, without any serious attack, been 
discharging the responsibilities of a wide city practice. 

Case II. Entonic Rheumatism of the Joints and Aponeuroses.— 
Treatment, Congress water, baths, bleeding, and perturbation of the ali- 
mentary organs. 

Miss S. M., say 50, from Connecticut. August 12, 1843. Attacked 
with general lameness of muscles a year ago last April. All the mus- 
cles sore. Appetite null. Did not give up her housework, the super- 
intendence of a very large hotel. Had little sleep during the whole 
winter, from the muscular soreness. This prevented her lying on either 
side. Now can lie only on right side. Can sleep but very little now. 
Has been journeying in Vermont ‘and elsewhere two months. Little 
improvement. ‘Tongue furred a year. ‘Takes no tea nor coffee. Sto- 
mach flatulent and acid. Bowels very costive. Pulse 84 and full. 
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Directions—Antimonial wine, 3). nights. Four to six half pints of 
Congress water each morning. Bath every second day at 90°. 

Aug. 24th.—Highly stimulated ; pulse wiry ; cough ; fullness ; loss 
of appetite. Directions—Senna, 3 ij. ; Epsom, 3 ss. 

25th.—Better. Pulse still hard. Directions—Repeat the cathartic, 
and take one pill at night as follows :—R. Ext. hyoscyam., gr. ij. ; pulv. 
antimon., gr. ij.; calomel, gr. j. Ft. pil. una. 

26th.—Pulse still hard. Left hip painful. Directions—Bleed 
and continue medicines. 

27th.— Much relieved by bleeding. Continue above medicines. 

September 5th.—Has become stationary. Yesterday was bled 15 
oz, ‘Lo-day much relieved. Soreness of arms gone. No trouble, except 
in the hips and knees ; scarcely any in the latter. Sleeps on both sides. 
Suspend cathartics. R. Cal. 1; opium, 3. Ft. pilula) Take one 
four times a-day, ull slight ptyalism. Continue Congress water. 

11th.—Gums just swollen ; no salivation; calomel irritates; nausea. 
R. Senna, 3j.; aque, tbss. Infus. Give each morning two oz. con- 
taining 3]. vin. seminis colchici. 

16th.—Some salivation. Gums now better. Has increased the col- 
chicum wine to 3iij. each morning in the same vehicle. Every after- 
noon is flushed, faint, dizzy ; evidently colchicized. She omitted the wine 
this morning. Passed the day without any excitement ; skin cool; pulse 
perfectly soft; soreness of hips much better. Scarcely limps. 

28th.— Has been taking fifteen grains hydriodate of potash in half an 
ounce of water four times a-day, for several days. Eyes swollen ; diar- 
rhea. Omit the hydriodate one day, then repeat. 

October 2d.—Two days since, took a long walk, and found that, al- 
though the tissues had assumed a great degree of insensibility and ease, 
yet the over-exertion had re-produced lameness and increased pulse. Di- 
rections—Omit the iodide of potassium, and take, three times a-day, 35, 
40, 45, 50, &c., drops wine of colchicum, till the characteristic results, 
viz. nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea, are produced. Also, R. Tart. antimonii, 
3ij.; pulv. cantharid., 3 iij.; ol. origani, 3 j. ; alcohol. dilut. Misce. 
Produce eruptive vesication, 9 by 9 inches, over the right hip-joint and 
knee. Exercise prohibited. 

10th.—She became faintish when she arrived at 60 drops three times 
a-day ; also very loose. Paleness of face scarcely increased. Some ap- 
petite. The eruption abundant over hip-joint and knee. Not a particle 
of rheumatic pain distinguishable for four days. 

17th.— Leaves to-morrow. She continued the colchicum till the 14th. 
She is eating tolerably, and scarcely limps. On leaving, she soon re- 
covered from the effects of my medication, instituted and pursued for the 
purpose of dislodging this most troublesome complaint, and by the aid of 
these, and the alterative effects of the Congress water, she has since 
experienced a great diminution of her sufferings, and has, I believe, very 
steadily pursued her vocation. 

Case Ill. Rheumatism of the Dura Mater, Theca Vertebralis and 
Joints.—Treatment frustrated by the effects of the disease on the mind. 
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July 6, 1844.—B. H. H., Esq., Vermont, age say 39. Thin; pale; 
violent headaches for many years. Four months since, the pain extend. 
ed between the scapule and through the chest to the sternum, evincing 
that the morbid process was extending from the dura mater and arach- 
noid membrane of the cranium to the fibro-serous tissues in the verte. 
bral column. The right arm and hand also became very painful. The 
headaches yet continue very severe. Slight swelling and redness of 
knuckles of right hand, which compel him to wear a sling. All the 
joints of his hand stiff, tender, and acutely painful if hit. Shrinking and 
strange feelings in the balls of the fingers. Has a sensation many times 
a-day as if he had smitten the nerve at the elbow. No injury ever 
happened to the spine, nor is there tenderness on pressure. Sleeps very 
badly. Has taken morphine freely. Thinks it injures him. It has 
been applied endermically. Is unable to lie on his right side. 

Tongue moist ; appetite none ; food sits easy, but seems to produce a 
troublesome sourness in the mouth ; very costive. Cathartics relieve him. 
His mouth salivated six weeks since from blue pills. Of no use. Pulse 
90, unequal, jerky, hard. Directions—Venesection. This he begs 
earnestly to be excused from. Four tumblers Congress water each 
morning, and none through rest of the day. R. Tinct. senna comp. 
syrup., rhei, 44 3j. M. Dose, one third of this each morning. 

8th.—Very severe pain in the arm and shoulder; more headache; 
is sure the disease is extending to left leg and foot ; pulse 84, softer. 

15th.—This unhappy patient has been in constant dissatisfaction with 
Saratoga and all within it, and leaves to-morrow, having refused some 
apparently necessary remedies, especially bleeding. 

Having a deep interest in these anomalous and painful cases of rheu- 
matism, and knowing how great a revolution is often produced by a few 
days’ potation and medicines at these springs, I wrote him a letter of in- 
quiry the next season, from the answer to which, written by his wife in 
his absence, the following is an extract. ‘ Mr. H. thinks he received 
great benefit: from your mineral springs. He continued to gain till No- 
vember, when he had an attack of severe pain about the chest, for which 
Dr. H. rubbed on, copiously, undiluted croton oil. He soon recovered, 
and was out every day in the winter. His general health has much 
improved. Has not weighed as much in four years.” 

Case IV. Atonic, general Rheumatism.—Treatment, the waters, 
bath, zinc. 

August 27th, 1844.—A. W., of Massachusetts, age 51. Farmer. 
Countenance and general appearance natural. Good health till two 
years since. In July seized with rheumatic pain in right shoulder. 
Soon became general; extended to all the joints, including the finger- 
joints. It grew better and worse in paroxysms, always attacking the 
same shoulder when returning. Took drachm doses wine of colchicum 
last winter, till two ounces were taken. No effect. Joints now all weak 
and stiff. Not quite abandoned labor. No pain when still. Goes 
down stairs badly. Hips and knees his best joints. Was here three 
weeks in the former part of this summer, without medical directions. Af 
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ter being at home two weeks, thought he perceived some melioration. 
Tongue red and furred; appetite good. Pays little regard to diet ; 
all sets well; uses tea and coffee ; no indigestion or costiveness. Pulse 
90, small, weak, unequal ; heart sounds well on percussion ; impulse 
wide. Directions—Take each morning four half pints of Congress, and 
two ounces of an equal mixture of compound tincture of senna and sy- 
rup of rhubarb. Also two small tumblers of Hamilton Spring water as 
a tonic one hour before dinner and tea. Bath at 8, P. M. at 105°. 

28th.—Sweat all night after the bath; the sweat sour in its odor ; 
limbs a little stiffer ; pulse 80, soft. The senna mixture corporated with 
the water. 

September 2.—Sweats less; left wrist more swelled ; rest of joints 
better ; pulse 80, very soft and equal. Directions—lIncrease the heat 
of the baths at evening. Apply the compound cantharides wash to the 
wrist. All the rest as heretofore. 

4th.—Wrist red from the inflammation produced by the wash; both 
wrists better ; three evacuations a-day ; sweats less, not so sour; can go 
down stairs face forward ; rheumatism rapidly diminishing ; pulse 90, soft, 
rather irregular ; eats amply. Directions—Continue all. 

7th.—Sweats more after bath; balls of feet tender; pulse 78, very 
soft ; no better on the whole ; bowels yet thoroughly lax. Directions— 
Omit senna mixt. R. Zinci sulphat., gr.j.; myrrhe, gr.j. Ft. pilula. 
Commence with five a-day, increasing gradually. Omit baths. Con- 
tinue four tumblers Congress in the morning, and two of Hamilton before 
dinner and tea. : 

9th.— Neck less stiff; balls of feet better; all the joints improved, ex- 
cept wrists and fingers. ‘Three operations of the bowels daily. Food 
abundant and sets well. Pulse 84, soft. Directions—Continue pills of 
zinc and myrrh, and the waters. 

1lth—Is now taking twelve grains of zinc a-day, and of the best 

ality. No irritation ; bowels loose ; tenderness all gone from soles of 
eet; wrists less swollen and more easy. Directions—R. Iodin., gr. x. ; 
iodid. potassii, 3ss.; adipis, 3j. M. Ft. unguent. Rub the most 
painful joints night and morning, and continue the rest. 

13th.—Ointment “ seems to have taken the knots out of his hands ;” 
bends them easily. Appetite excellent; balls of feet well; pulse 90, 
fuller. (Has been walking.) Directions—Take four pills at four times 
each day, and continue the waters. 

16th.—Is now very impatient for his meals. Attributes this to the 
pills. Strength increased very much ; left wrist stationary ; rest all im- 
proving ; no smarting from the liniment; pulse 84 and soft. Direc- 
tions—Continue all, and increase the pills to twenty a-day. 

17th.—No disturbance from the pills; bowels open ; scarcely com- 

lains of any joint; power of walking great ; countenance that of good 

Ith. Leaves soon. 


[To be concluded next week.} 


vale 
| 
cing 
ach- 
erte. 
The 
of 

the 

and 
imes 
ever 
very 
has 

ea 
him. 
*ulse 
begs 
pach 
mp. 

he ; 
with 
ome 
heu- 

few 
f in- 

e in 
ived 

No- 
hich 
red, 

uch 
ters, 

er. 

two 
lder. 

ere | 
cum 

eak 

oes 
hree 

Af- 


( 398 ) 


ANCHYLOSIS OF THE JAW OF THIRTY-FOUR YEARS DURATION, 
To the Editor of the boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sirn,—In the course of my practice, a few months since, the following 
interesting case came under my notice. At the time, it was my inten- 
tion to have sent to you a historical account and description of this 
novel case, but various engagements prevented my doing so. Presenting 
itself again, a few days since, for relief, I now avail myself of the op. 
portunity of fulfilling my original purpose. 

Mr. ———, a native of Scotland, aged 50 years. At the age of 11 
years he was apprenticed to the merchants’ marine, from a Scottish port. 
Whilst on the homeward-bound voyage from the West Indies, in 1818, 
the vessel on which he was aboard was pursued by a French frigate. 
The chase was long and exciting, and every effort to increase the speed 
of the vessel, to effect an escape, was of course made by the captain, 
For this purpose, various practicable alterations were effected in the ves- 
sel’s trim, and every “stitch” of canvass that could be brought to bear 
was put into requisition. The lad was sent aloft to “ loose ” the “ main- 
royal sail,” when, from a heavy plunge the ship made in a high running 
“ head sea,” and a squall of wind simultaneously striking her, the “ royal ” 
mast was “carried away,” i. e., snapped asunder, and precipitated him 
“in-board” of the long-boat below ; breaking both his legs—one a com- 
pound fracture of the fibula and tibia midway between the ankle and knee, 
and the other a compound fracture at the knee-joint, driving the patella 
almost through the joint. Both arms were broken, and three ribs on the 
left side, and the left clavicle. The teeth were forced through the lips, 
in consequence of his face striking against the inside of the boat ; but no 
other injury was inflicted on the head, otherwise than that of insensi- 
bility arising from the general concussion and shock received by the 
sensorium and nervous system. The vessel escaped from the grasp of 
her pursuer, and in the absence of better assistance, the ship’s carpenter, 
for the nonce, doffed his office of surgeon to “ sprung” masts and 
yards, solutions of continuity in seams, and strictures in the pump’s ure- 
thra, and devoted his skill to carpentering fractured bones, and “ fishing ” 
the broken limbs of the unfortunate lad, and thus with ‘ home-made ” 
rough “splints” he placed the fractured limbs in position, first having 
removed, with his chisel! the comminuted portions of fractured bones, 
and, to the best of his abilities, bringing together the flesh by the ad- 
hesive qualities of plaster comprised of tar-pitch and canvass. He then 
proceeded from the ship’s “ medicine chest,” and strict diet, to place 
him under rigid “ antiphlogistic ” treatment, and he was in every way 
—using his own words—* well cared for.” 

Several days after, the vessel made the port of Portsmouth, Eng., and 
he was taken ashore, to the marine hospital. The limb, implicated 
with the compound fracture at the knee-joint, was amputated between 
the middle and lower third of the thigh—and the other fractures treated 
secundum artem, with the view, if possible, of ultimately saving them. 
So absorbed were the surgeons with the numerous fractures, and the 
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desire to save his life, that they altogether lost sight of its important 

al, the mouth—further than bringing together and preserving in ap- 

ition the wounds of the lips. The muscles and ligaments of the 
jaw daily contracted, but so gradually, that even the patient himself, 
overwhelmed as he was with sufferings, did not perceive the advance 
of this terrible affliction, until he discovered that he could not, upon the 
return of his appetite, open his mouth to partake of food. His jaws 
were firmly fixed, and the teeth closely locked upon each other. Treat- 
ment and experiment alike failed to overcome this additional calamity, 
anh he was, in due course of time, in all other respects “ discharged 
cured.’ 

After the war, he emigrated to this country, and for many years has 
been a resident of this city. Several years since, on the eve of Dr. 
Mott’s departure for Europe, he consulted this gentleman as to the pos- 
sibility of obtaining relief, by an operation. Nothing was done, and 
tumefaction and suppuration supervened. He was, in consequence of the 
successful operation which I had performed, in re-placing, by artificial 
means, the loss of a large portion of the maxillary bones and teeth (from 
a gun-shot wound) in the case of Lieut. S., U.S. N., advised to con- 
sult me, with regard to any chance of success attending an operation for 
securing “artificial joints ” to the inferior maxillary bone. 

Having examined the case, I advised him by no: means to submit to 
an operation of this kind; that such an operation had been performed 
several years since, by an eminent surgeon, upon the jaw of a young 
lady* similarly affected, with the most disastrous results ; that she had ap- 
plied to me for relief, and the only solace she ever received for her sufferings 


-was the overcoming the frightful deformity of an absent cheek, which was 


successfully and beautifully accomplished with an artificial one by my 
friend, Dr. Smilie, dentist, of this city. The maxillary bones, gums and 
teeth, on one side, were completely exposed, her jaws locked, and the 
teeth rigidly closed and fixed together, thus presenting the appearance of 
a grinning skeleton, and on the other exhibiting all that was youthful, 
healthful and beautiful. The failure of youthful resources to secure. 
artificial joints, did not in this instance warrant a similar experiment upon 
those of age. | 

I found his teeth, as already stated, firmly locked together ; the gums 
tumefied and vegetating, pus oozing from their edges and the alveolar 
dental periosteum, the breath feverish and fetid. 1 proceeded to remove 
the several teeth after their order, two superior and two inferior pos- 
terior bicuspids on either side, four superior and four inferior multicus- 


_* The anchylosis affecting the maxillary bone of this lady was superinduced from the caute- 
tizing the inner surface of the mouth, during her illness (fever, canerum oris). ‘The surface 
sloughed, and produced an angry ulcer. ‘The cauterizing was continued, and the consequences 


‘were, that the whole of the left cheek was corroded entirely away from its junctions with the 


maxillary bones, and the attempt of an eminent dentist, with her surgeon, to extract a molar tooth, 
fractured her jaw, which in connection with the disease, was the remote and exciting causes of 

anchylosis. The operation for producing artificial joints, was performed by cutting through 
the ascending portions of the jaw, just below where the condyles and coronoid processes bifur- 
rate. From the account of the case given by the young lady, I could not rightly comprehend 
what treatment she had received, or what cause was assigned for the failure. 
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pids, and the two superior lateral incisors—the two central teeth hay. . 


ing originally been extracted for the purpose of enabling him. to speak 
and partake of ‘spoon meats,” upon which he has subsisted for thirty- 
five years. 

I left in the mouth two superior and two inferior cusprdati, the same 
number of bicuspids, the four inferior incisors, and the four sapientie 
teeth. The removal of the above teeth gave him great relief. It ena- 
bled him to cleanse his mouth upon the inside and outside of the teeth; 
it gave ample room to the tongue, both for speaking and crushing the 
food, that he was in the habit of taking, against the roof of the mouth, 
and, to his astonishment, improved the sense of taste, to such an extent 
that he conceived—until explained to him that closed jaws materially 
affected this sense—that the “ character of his food had changed.” The 
tumefaction and suppuration of the gums and periosteum subsided, as 
did also the fetid odor of the breath, and the digestive powers recovered 
from the prostration superinduced by these exciting causes. He was 
most anxious, at the time, that I should extract all the teeth from his 
head, particularly the lower incisors, that he might enjoy still more space 
in his mouth for his “cribb’d” tongue. I should have complied with 
his desire, but that the position in which his jaws were fixed, and the 
tout ensemble in which the maxillary apparatus was placed, and prog- 
nosis, did not indicate nor warrant such a mode of procedure. It isa 
well-demonstrated fact, that the inferior maxillary bone undergoes various 
changes, more so than any other bone of the human frame. At birth, 
the angle of the jaw is obtuse ; at maturity, when all the teeth are de- 
veloped, it forms a right angle; and as the teeth make their appearance, 
and are severally lost to the animal economy, so does the jaw undergo, 
material physical change, either with the addition, or from the loss of 
each tooth. I prognosticated, therefore, that should I extract all the 
teeth, the muscular contraction would continue, and however firmly the 
condyles of the jaw might be anchylosed with their glenoid cavities, 
that the immense power of the maxillary muscles, and the constant 
Strains upon them, would draw the ramus of the jaw upon the superior 
maxillary bone, and anteriorly close the jaws altogether, saas to deprive 
him of the ordinary functions of the lips (from their compression upon 
each other), and the mouth; and 1 did not extract the lower incisors, 
because it would have deprived him of this “ dam,” as it were, to re- 
tain the saliva, as well as prevented the forming of the dento-lingual 
articulations of the voice. 

His second visit to me proved the fortunate prognosis that I had 
made upon his case. The muscles had contracted so as to force the re- 
maining teeth, which I had left in the mouth, for the purpose of keep- 
ing the jaws apart, considerably out of their perpendicular lines of po- 
sition. ‘The dentes sapientie were now decayed, and their spiculated 
surfaces were not only forced into each other, but were also forced over 
the mylo-hyoidean line of the jaw into the throat, contracting its ca- 
pacity, and pressing down the tongue and the tonsils, and thus materially 
affecting the function of deglutition. Tumefaction and considerable in- 
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fammation of the gums and palate were present, the pendulum of which 
was elongated and exceedingly troublesome. He was much depressed 
in spirits, feverish, and complained of neuralgic pains over his temples, 
inthe “balls” of his eyes, thence to the back of his head, down his 
arms, and to various parts of his body, and was oppressed with the feel- 
ing that he must die of “lock-jaw ” or suffocation. ‘ One of. these 
times, I shall give one struggle, and it will be all over with me,” were his 
desponding remarks. He having great confidence in me, my encourag- 
ing explanations that tetanus and his “ lock-jaw” were totally and 
vitally different, relieved his mind and feelings from the oppression that 
was weighing heavily uponthem. | then extracted the four “ wisdom 
teeth” and one inferior canine tooth, which had been forced forward, 
out of its line of position, by the pressure upon it. I snipped off con- 
siderable portions of the tumefied and vegetating gums* near the tonsils, 
and applied powerful astringent washes to the mouth, and administered 
alteratives internally. His natural “ spirits” have recovered their buoy- 
ancy, and his difficulties (for the present) are at an end—expressing him- 
self yesterday, when I dismissed him, as “ altogether another man.” 
Should the contraction of the maxillary muscles continue so as to draw 
still upon the jaw, I shall endeavor to overcome the difficulty and pre- 
vent it, by forming a wedge of gold upon either side of the mouth, in the 
shape of an hour-glass, the ends, of course, to be nicely adapted to the 
gums on the dental surface of the maxillary bones, somewhat after this 


manner, %.--2 Nol , 1, representing the ends of No. 2, letter X, or 


bour-glass, to be placed egy | between the superior and infe- 

nor maxillary bones ; by which means I should hope to keep them apart, 

without local or constitutional irritation. A. C. Castie, M.D. 
New York, May 19, 1848. Surgeon Dentist. 


THE MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY—CUSTOM VS. LAW. 


[Tue writer of the following article adduces one or two examples to — 
demonstrate his position that our State Medical Society falls far short 
of fulfilling the object for which it was created, viz., the protection of 
the community against quacks and the advantages secured to its mem- 
bers. As he states facts on this topic, openly gives names, and is, 
moreover, himself a member of the Society, he is entitled to a hearing. 
His introductory remarks are omitted.—Ep. | 

In the town of Hopkinton there is, besides myself, one other physi- 
cian, Dr. O. Martin, formerly of New Braintree, more recently of North 
Brookfield. I am a member of the Medical Society. He is not, and 
does not appear to have any intention of joining. At least he has had 
abundant opportunity for fifteen years past, and has many times been 
invited and urged to join, but has neglected it hitherto. And yet mem- 
bers, and even officers of the Society readily meet him in consultation. 


*I did wrong to cut or snip these vegetating gums ; they cost me and the patient much trouble. 
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He informs me, also, that he had no difficulty in this respect while re- 
siding in the other above-mentioned places, where he was, formerly lo- 
cated. Members of the Society were always ready enough to meet him. 
Where in this case is the protection of the Massachusetts Medical So- 
ciety? I do not feel it. | 

Take another example, in the adjoining town of Upton. There are 
also two physicians—Dr. Starkweather, the famous discoverer of the 
virtues of the “ Hepatic Elixir” ; and Dr. Carpenter, one of the most 
intelligent and high-minded physicians of this vicinity. The former 
has been expelled, and the |gtter is a regular member of the Society. 
But physicians in this vicinity meet in consultation and countenance the 
one as much as the other. I know of four different Counsellors of the 
Society who have been in the habit of consulting with Dr. Starkweather 
since his expulsion. In the honesty and simplicity and innocence and 
extreme foolishness of my heart, I once refused to meet him, when I first 
commenced practice here. But I have since apologized to him, and told 
him that, in my simplicity, I did not understand the laws of the Medical 
Society, as interpreted by its older members and Counsellors. We are 
now on very good terms, and [I have met him once or twice since. But 
where is Dr. Carpenter’s protection? le says he does not feel it. Dr. 
Starkweather, an expelled member, has just as much protection from the 
members and officers of the Society as he has. Their protection ts equal. 

And what does the Massachusetts Medical Society for its members ? 
Why, if we will be at the expense of going to Boston, by two hours 
struggling and squeezing we may be fortunate enough to gain the atten- 
tion of Dr. Adams, and have the privilege of paying our three’ dol- 
lars. Having passed through this purgatory safely, we may take our 
book, and proceed up stairs, where a stereotyped set of men are to be 
put into office, and a lecture delivered. We may then proceed to the 
place appointed for dinner. We arrive at the appointed time; the dinner 
is ready. But a few of the dignitaries of the order are not there. So 
after standing, and.stamping, and kicking and thumping for an hour or 
two, we are permitted to enter. And here, let me say, is one bright spot. 
The dinner is good, and well prepared, the ball commodious, and the 
waiters attentive. And the speaking after it, would have been good 
yesterday, if it could have been heard. I, however, could hear next to 
nothing of it, and had to content myself with clapping when the rest 
clapped, till at length, becoming wearied with this, I finally took the cars. 
Respectfully yours, 


Hopkinton, June 1, 1848. L. L. Scamme.e. 


; PATHOLOGY OF DIABETES MELLITUS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


S1r,—TI have noticed with some interest the discussion carried on, through 
the medium of your publication, in regard to the “pathology of dia- 
betes mellitus.” I should not have ventured before the public, were it 
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not for the apparent unfairness and want of courtesy evinced by the one 
who appears to consider himself the reviewer. 

Dr. Flint, of Springfield, Mass., reported in the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, a few years ago, the result of the autopsies of several 
persons who died from this disease, in all of which he found extensive 
lesions at the base of the brain. This suggested to him the idea, that 
diabetes might be the symptom of another disease located in some 
of the structures of the encephalon. Dr. Clapp, a physician of very 


_ extensive practice, and enthusiastic in his profession, knowing Dr. Flint 


to be a man of sound judgment and discriminating mind, froin these 
post-mortem appearances is strongly impressed with the truth of the 
theory, and resolves to make further investigations. A case presents 
itself, in which there can be no mistake, for the presence of saccharine 
matter is manifest, even to the taste. A post-mortem is made, and the 
result is as he anticipated. He finds lesions at the base of the brain. 
He reports this in the Medical Journal, along with another case, which, 
from a certain similarity in its symptoms, he judges may be of the same 
nature. This he does simply for the purpose of eliciting information 
concerning the true condition of the brain in this disease, that he may 
arrive at a more determinate conclusion, which every one must admit to 
be a praiseworthy object. 

But mark the unfairness of the one who professes to “review.” In- 
stead of producing cases showing the incorrectness of the doctrine, he 
affects to sneer at it, characterizing it as an “ tntuttive perception,” 
notwithstanding Dr. Clapp directly intimates that the idea was suggest- 
ed to him by the autopsies of Dr. Flint. This appears to me to be 
either wilful misrepresentation, or to indicate that a more familiar ac- 
quaintance with “Noah Webster” would be very desirable for a re- 
viewer. On a par with this, is his “ fling,” in the closing sentence of 
the same paragraph. And in this way he thinks “to maintain truth 
and vanquish error ” ! 

He meets with a serious difficulty. He is afraid the disease is not 
diabetes, and forsooth, to be satisfied, he must receive information in re- 
gard to the “specific gravity of the urine, the tests, the amount of sac- 
charine matter,” and “the largest quantity of urine passed in” a given 
time. He must be informed in regard to all these, or he cannot make 
out a diagnosis. What, is he ignorant that the only pathognomonic 
symptom of diabetes is the presence of saccharine matter in the urine ? 
That if this be wanting, although all the others are present, the 
disease is not diabetes? It appears to me that a medical faculty would 
hesitate long before graduating a student who was found ignorant in re- 
gard to this point. 

But he finds another stumbling block. He “cannot yet understand 
how disease, at the origin of the pneumogastric nerve, may induce sugar 
in the urine.” This does not appear so very difficult. Suppose we 
consider this point for a moment. And, first, let us lay down some prin- 


% ciples which I think all will admit. The proper performance of the 
function of an organ depends upon a due supply of nervous influence 
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to that organ; and as this supply is cut off, or is deficient in quantity, 
so the function is arrested, or but imperfectly performed. Again, the ner- 
vous influence may be vitiated in its character, and unfit for performing 
its office, as is shown by its exciting depraved secretions, or by its con- 
veying wrong sensations to the sensorium, as is manifest in the “ chill” 
and “heat” of fevers. The nervous system is made up of two parts 
—the nervous centres, and the nerves themselves; the former being 
the generators of the vis nervosa, the latter serving as mere conductors, 
as the telegraph wires transmit the fluid generated by the batteries. 
Now if there is a derangement in the function of an organ (assuming it 
is not produced by any lesion of the organ), we are not to look for its 
source to the nerves leading to the organ, but to the centres where the 
influence is generated, where some cause is operating to produce this 
condition. 

Now, to apply these principles to diabetes mellitus. Pathologists, 
generally, admit that the sugar is formed in the stomach, and not by any 
non-combination of elements in the kidneys. ‘Then the function of the 
stomach is deranged, for instead of forming healthy chyle, it converts its 
ingesta into sugar, and there is no lesion of this organ to account for it. 
The main agent in digestion is the gastric juice ; whether acting by 
catalysis, or as a chemical solvent, is unimportant to the question under 
consideration. This. secretion is dependent upon the innervation of the 
stomach. ‘This is derived from the pneumogastric and solar plexus, but 
principally from the former. Through this it is connected with the la- 
rynx, pharynx, cesophagus, lungs and heart; by the latter, with the ab- 
dominal viscera. For sugar to be produced, the secretions of the sto- 
mach must be depraved. This must depend upon an abnormal ner- 
vous influence transmitted through the medium of the pneumogastric. 
This nerve has its origin in the medulla oblongata, where this abnormal 
nervous influence is generated, and to produce this there must be a dis- 
eased condition of this nervous centre. I think I have now fully ex- 
plained this point. 

In regard to the nature of the affection of the brain, producing this 
disease, 1 will only say that the chronic form generally attacks persons 
of a tubercular diathesis, and if the pathology of acute hydrocephalus 
is understood, it may be inferred what would be the consequence of a 
deposition of tubercles at the base of the brain. 

might adduce many circumstances tending to confirm the truth of this 
theory; such as, the treatment that has been found most successful 
in the disease, the phenomena attending its last stages, the deranged 
state of the functions of circulation and respiration ; but | forbear. I will 
close by saying, that in all the cases of diabetes mellitus, with which I 
have become acquainted, whether from personal observation, or from re- 
port, whenever the brain has been examined, there have been found le- 
sions in this organ ; and if the reviewer will furnish any well-marked cases 
in which the condition is otherwise, he will perform a service far greater, 
and much more honorable to himself, than by affecting to ridicule what 
he cannot understand. Yours respectfully, 

Woodstock, Vt., June 5th, 1848. R. S. Weston. 
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DISLOCATION OF CERVICAL VERTEBRA. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Str,—Sir A. Cooper speaks of the possibility, but extreme rarity, 
of dislocations of vertebre. The following account of probable disloca- 
tion of cervical vertebra was given me by a respectable physician, who 
was formerly a student of Dr. Grover, of Bethel, Me. 

Dr. G., when young, went to ‘a raising,” and, as was customary 
in those days and on such occasions, engaged in wrestling. He was 
thrown upon his back or shoulders, and upon getting up found his head 
immovably thrown forward towards the chest. Thus he went on for 
several years, until, as he was one day riding on horseback over a log 
or pole bridge, his horse stumbled, and he was thrown violently upon his 
head or face. Upon getting up this time, he found his head erect, 
and has suffered no inconvenience since. Levi G. Hu. 

Dover, N. H., June 3, 1848. 


P. $.—Allow me to inquire of Prof. Shipman if his fourth case of 
“injuries of the head” reads correctly. The case is on page 356 of 
the present volume. L. G. H. 


MEDICAL REFORM IN MASSACHUSETTS. 


[Mention has several times been made in the Journal of certain causes 
of dissatisfaction among the members of the Massachusetts Medical So- 
ciety, particularly the more distant ones. In the Journal of April 19th, 
it was stated that a committee had reported to the Council a series of 
modifications in the organization of the Society, to be presented at its 
annual meeting. The report was accepted at that meeting. We have 
not room for the whole report, but give below the articles which embody 
the modifications alluded to. |] 


1. The Counsellors shall be chosen by the Fellows of the SocietY 
in their several Districts; if practicable, at least one week before the 
annual meeting—the choice to be made by the District Society, where 
one exists; and where such a society does not exist, by a convention 
of the Fellows of the District, called for this special purpose, in such 
manner as may be hereafter provided. If any District fail to choose 
Counsellors by one of these modes, then the whole body of the Coun- 
sellors, at their annual meeting, shall fill the vacancy. 

2. The District Societies shall have the power of admitting persons 
to Fellowship in their several Districts, who shall thus become Fellows 
of the Society at large, and shall receive from it their certificate of ad- 
mission ; but a common standard of qualification for admission shall be 
established, to which all the Districts shall conform, and all admissions 
shall be subject to the revisal of the Board of Counsellors. 

3. The annual meeting of the Counsellors shall be held on the day 
preceding that of the Society. At this meeting they shall choose the 
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officers and transact the business of the Society, as nearly as practicable, 
as is done under the present organization. 

4. The annual meeting of the Society shall be held in such of the 
principal towns or cities of the Commonwealth, as the Counsellors shall, 
from year to year, determine. They shall also appoint, annually, a pre- 
siding officer for the meeting and the dinner; and a committee, who, 
with the presiding officer, shall have charge of all the necessary arrange- 
ments for the occasion. 

5. There may be annually prepared, under the direction of the Coun- 
sellors, and at the expense of the Society, a Retrospect of the Medical 
Literature and Science of the preceding year, having reference especially 
to discoveries and improvements of practical value. This Retrospect 
shall be published in the place of, or in addition to, the present annual 
volume, at the discretion of the Counsellors. 

6. In order to ensure a full and fair expression of opinion, on the part 
of the Society, concerning these propositions, a copy of this report shall 
be transmitted to each Fellow, with a request that he return to the Sec- 
retary his assent to, or dissent from, its several articles, in the form of a 
distinct affirmative or negative with regard to each, within some definite 
period. ‘Should it appear from the returns thus received, that the altera- 
tions in question, or any of them, receive the approbation of a majority 
of the Fellows, they shall be considered as adopted, and the Counsellors 
shall take such measures as are necessary to carry them into effect. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


AI 


BOSTON, JUNE 14, 1848. 


The Coredoter.—This is the name given to a newly-invented instru- 
ment, by that ingenious optician, Mr. Paine, of the city of Worcester, Ms. 
The term coredoter simply means the sight-giver, because the eyes of aged 
persons are restored by it to their original condition, according to the repre- 
sentations of Mr Paine. A curiously-constructed metallic cup is placed 
over the eye, and by exhausting the air in a barrel, of which the cup is 
one head, pierced with a central hole, the cornea is drawn out from the 
globe to a certain degree of convexity. Mr. Paine says that the convexity 
of youth is thus instantly restored, and that the spectacles of the aged 
therefore become wholly unnecessary. All the fluids of the eye must in- 
stantly be moved by this operation—and a rapid secretion would seem to 
take place to maintain the artificial convexity thus given, or fibres, not re- 
cognized by anatomists, are put upon the stretch, without the power of 
suddenly contracting. If there is no mistake in the experiments, and 
eyes by this means are instantaneously restored to their primitive condi- 
tion—for the flattening of the cornea is the true cause of the defective 
vision of age—Mr. Paine has brought out an instrument that will be in 
use by elderly eyes in all parts of the world. 

We have carefully examined the coredoter, and acknowledge the scien- 
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tific principles of its construction, but are perplexed to understand how 
a suddenly developed prominence of a cornea that has been gradually 
flattening for many years, although suddenly roused to become the seg- 
ment of a small circle, should maintain its new position. Our own opinion in 
regard to the matter is plainly this, that no permanent advantages can be 
expected by thus manipulating the visual organs. 


Medical Reception Committee—A large and respectable committee, 
consisting of one from each medical district in the State, was raised by 
the Massachusetts Medical Society, at their late meeting, to receive the 
delegates to the American Medical Association, who will assemble in Bos- 
ton next year. This was an excellent measure, and met with the hearty 
approbation of the members ; but the way in which the committee are to 
do the genteel towards these distinguished strangers, is altogether objec- 
tionable. Some of the committee reside in remote parts of the Common- 
wealth—yet they are elected for the purpose of being in the city to receive 
these delegates. In travelling to and from the city, and while remaining in 
it, they are to be at their own individual expense. This is all well enough. 
A motion was then made to authorize the committee to draw on the trea- 
sury for three hundred dollars, to meet any expense that might be incurred 
in the discharge of their honorable mission in the metropolis. But this 
was voted down by an overwhelming majority, and a more lastingly mean 
act was never perpetrated by the Society. How is it possible to show the 
civilities of the Society, or exhibit even a semblance of sincere attention, 
without the means of doing so? The honorable committee may come from the 
outer boundaries of the State, hire a reception room, if one is to be had, ex- 
hibit all of medical or general interest that our city contains, represent the 
hospitable feelings of a majority of the voters on that memorable occasion, 
and return to their distant dwellings, conscious of having been the instru- 
ments of the Society’s generous manifestations of regard for their distin- 
guished visiters—but all at their own individual expense! Boston is also 
environed by beautiful estates, picturesque views and historical monuments 
and associations, which visiters are generally much interested in observing 
—and to have furnished those who are to be welcomed so cordially by a 
State committee, with the use of carriages for this purpose, would have 
been the least in the catalogue of civilities that might have been tendered. 
The plea was raised in extenuation of such palpable inconsistency, that the 
Society was poor—there was not money enough on hand to meet the cur- 
rent expenses, &c. Yet there is the sum of eleven thousand dollars at 
interest, which if sunk in Lake Superior Copper Stock, would not have 
been considered by some of the members so great a loss as that occasioned 
by this parsimonious act. A spirit of false economy saved the money, 
while it disgraced the institution. 


Circumstances affecting Health.—Through the influence and at the ex- 
pense of a lodge of Odd Fellows in Boston, the community have been fur- 
nished with a printed lecture by Charles E. Buckingham, M.D., on Cir- 
cumstances affecting individual and public health. If the Odd Fellows 
pass their evening conclaves in listening to instruction like this, it will at 
once be conceded that they are persons of excellent taste and judgment, 
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who contemplate the sufferings of the afflicted with a view to administering 
to their relief. The spirited author has an independent manner of giving 
his opinion, which reminds us of the terse style of his father. He makes 
no apology for saying in effect, that filth is coveted by one class of citizens, 
and the misery by which they are surrounded is retained as a garment. 
They sleep and vegetate in dreadful places. Disease follows, and death 
steps in, as though his services were actually solicited, to eut the silver 
cord, before the individual begins to understand the great end of life. Ven- 
tilation is the leading idea in the lecture. The horrible evils of living in 
a contaminated atmosphere are drawn with artistical fidelity. Dr. B. is 
no friend to physic, unless it is positively indicated. After the simple man- 
ner of the prophet, he would have all men wash and be clean—breathe 
fresh air and be well. On the subject of sewerage, which is of immense 
importance in cities, and appreciated in Boston more than in most other 
cities, Dr. Buckingham is particularly emphatic. If the appropriate filth 
of sewers is suffered to run in the gutters of city streets, working its slug- 
gish way, and exhaling, as it goes, a pestiferous stench, the health of no 
one can remain safe, within the reach of its baneful influence. The same 
effects are produced on a smaller scale in country towns and villages, 
where sewerage is criminally neglected. 

A right feeling is evidently beginning to prevail in regard to ventilation 
in the construction of public and private edifices, a subject heretofore al- 
most neglected in this part of christendom. The builder’s ambition has too 
long been exercised in excluding the very food of life—air. Buta new 
impulse has been given to the great inquiry—how shall apartments be sup- 
plied with pure air? No wonder that the victims of pulmonary consump- 
tion are multiplied to a fearful extent in New England, when close sleep- 
ing apartments, air-tight stoves, and almost air-tight rooms, are considered 
necessary to every-day comfort. A profound sense of the destruction of 
life from these and kindred sources, is happily manifesting itself by the 

ublic generally, as well as by influential individuals, so that the hope of a 
tter sanitary constitution of society may reasonably be indulged. While 
thanking Dr. Buckingham for this strong argument in favor of reform 
—by which he may accomplish much for public hygiene—the lodge of 
Odd Fellows are entitled to the gratitude of all who are not odd, for their 
kind intentions in giving publicity to the discourse. 


Medical Graduations in Missouri.—One hundred and forty-six students 
were entered on the catalogue of the medical department of the University 
of Missouri, at the late lecture term. Thirty-nine were admitted to the 
degree of doctor in medicine. This fact shows that the making of phy- 
sicians and surgeons, in the United States, has become an extensive annual 
operation, which somewhat alarms those who fear that a multiplication of 
numbers will finally overstock the market, lessen the demand for their ser- 
vices, and reduce the value of practice too low for honor or profit. Whe- 
ther these fears are groundless or not, remains to be ascertained. There is no 
danger, we apprehend, of having too many thoroughly prepared; but a 
just apprehension that the institutions from whence they emanate, are not 
sufficiently vigilant in granting diplomas to those only who really are quali- 
fied to enter upon professional responsibilities, is extensively entertained. 
The Western schools will altogether rival the Eastern and Southern, very 
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shortly, in point of numbers. From very small beginnings, within com- 
paratively a few years they have grown in numbers and influence, 
and now manifest more energy, in some respects, than the old institutions 
of the Atlantic States. If they should be equally conservative and tho- 
rough, their schools will,have a reputation of which the whole country 
may be proud. 

Missouri is geographically calculated to be the centre of a vast popula- 
tion, and is destined to wield a full share of political, commercial, and, we 
fondly believe, of scientific influence. It must so eventuate that more stu- 
dents will, by and by, congregate in the Western than in the Eastern 
schools. The tide of emigration, like a mighty wave of the ocean, is roll- 
ing onward in that direction. Millions upon millions of human beings will 
be spread over the now sparsely peopled territories of the West. Where- 
ver the necessaries of life most abound, and the earth yields her treasures 
in profusion, population goes. on increasing, and civilization, wealth and 
luxury follow. There must be an increasing demand for the services of 
physicians and surgeons, proportioned to the other increased demands of 
the community ; and in no direction will it surpass that of the growing 
West. These considerations have led us to reflect on the present con- 
dition and future prospects of the Western schools of medicine. They 
must be extensively resorted to in coming years, and ought to be elevated 
and efficient in character; and if the measure of general intelligence con- 
tinues to enlarge, no halfway condition will be tolerated in these schools. 
To return from this digression, it is noticeable that a Summer Lecture 
Term is to be opened at the University School of Missouri, to commence 
on the first of July, which offers inducements to young men in the study 
of medicine, worth their attention. 

Honorary degrees were conferred, at the close of the last winter session, 
on the following persons, viz. : — Dr. Benjamin Irish, Illinois ; Dr. Zebina 
Conkey, Mississippi; Dr. Mordecai M. Maughs, Missouri; Dr. James L. 
Holliday, do.; Dr. Albion T. Crow, Illinois ; Dr. John Rogers, do. 


Galvanic Rings.—A kind of ring mania is existing in New England, 
among a class of people who were never known to think very profoundly 
for themselves, It is enough that a penny paper advertisement declares 
that Dr. Cristy’s Galvanic rings ate a positive remedy for human mala- 
dies, and those weak-minded people, who are always under the influence 
of the last quack imposition, not only cover their fingers and neck, but 
their toes, with metallic hoops, which they imagine are charged with ex- 
traordinary medical powers. It is certain, however, that Dr. Cristy has 
no right to claim the practice of this nonsense, as his own discovery. It 
seems that in 1812, galvanic Leads were all the rage in Boston, promising 
to accomplish, for the silly dupes who purchased them, nearly the same 
blessed results expected to flow from the more recently devised galvanic 
rings. Neither argument, ridicule, or appeals to the understanding. have the 
least degree of weight with the class who use these rings, and who in gen- 
eral are the dupes and universal patrons of all the latest and most improba- 
ble nostrums—the consumers of sarsaparilla, tomato pills, homaopathic 
pellicles, or water-cure monomaniacs. They must pass through them all; 
and although infinitely bettered by each in its turn, they are prototypes of 
the horse-leech’s danghter, whose perpetual cry is—‘ Give, give ” us more! 
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Thomsonism in New York. —A Thomsonian practitioner, of no mean 
standing in the ranks, according to his own account, residing in Roches- 
ter, N. Y., describes, in a late number of the New England Botanic Med- 
ical Journal, the present deplorable condition of the cause in that State. It 
seems that the New York Thomsonian, the only periodical of the kind in 
the State, has just been discontinued, and the writer acknowledges that the 
Society was never at a lower ebb, since its first organization, than at the 
present time. He thinks, however, there is still life enough remaining to 
“put on the steam of everlasting truth,” and set in motion again the car of 
“ medical reform.” He is disposed to be witty in speaking of his own con- 
version to Thomsonism. He says—I am one of thevold stamp of Thom- 
sonians—not exactly dyed in the wool, or skin, however, as both were 
rather scarce with me, taken, as I was, from under the treatment of those 
whose practice itis to destroy both, for the sake of obtaining the bones— 
but dyed in the form of a skeleton, and after this in the skin, wool and 
flesh, and thus become a Thomsonian in full.” The dye-stuff of lobelia 
and steam, we presume, was used on the occasion; and if it accomplishes 
such wonders, its friends ought to be content with it as it is, and not at- 
tempt to mingle therewith other and even opposite elements, as this writer 
does in the following quotation—* I am satisfied that the Thomsonian sys- 
tem (which includes hydropathy and other things inseparably connected), 
constitutes the ouly practice designed by the Creator for the relief of all 
human diseases.” He calls upon the brothers and sisters throughout the 
Empire State to do all they can individually, and also to unite their efforts 
publicly, for “ the furtherance of this unequalled cause of everlasting good 
to man, while on the shores of time and subject to disease and death ”’! 


To the Editor, §c. Sitr,—I wish to ascertain what quantity of the 30th 
homeopathic dilution of the tincture of opium would contain the strength 
of one drop of landanum ? Will some infinitesimal friend give the informa- 
tion through the Journal ? Yours, ALPHA. 


New Hampshire Medical Society.—At the annual meeting of the Cen- 
tre District N. H. Medical Society, holden at Concord on Wednesday, the 
3d day of May, the following persons were elected officers for the ensuing 

ear :— 

: E. K. Webster, M.D., Boscawen, President. Chas. A. Savory, M.D., 
Hopkinton, Vice President. LL.M. Knight, M.D.,-Franklin, Secre’ary. 
Geo. H. Hubbard, M.D., Bradford, Treasurer. E. G. Moore, M.D., 
Concord; M. R. Woodbury, M.D., Sanbornton Bridge; E. F. Willson, 
M.D., East Concord, Counsellors. C. P. Gage, M.D., Concord, Libra- 
rian. M. T. Willard, M.D., Concord; Ezra Carter, M.D., Concord, 
Library Committee. 

J. B. Abbott, M.D., M. R. Woodbury, M.D., Orators for the semi-an- 
nual meeting. L. M. Knight, M.D., Wm. Prescott, M.D., Orators for the 
annual meeting, May, 1849. 

The next semi-annual meeting will be holden at Franklin, on the first 
Wednesday of October next. 


Medical Fees from Clergymen.—At the late meeting of the Connecticut 
Medical Society, the following important resolution was introduced by Dr. 
Platt, and on his motion laid on the table for after consideration :— 
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Medical Intelligence. All 


“ Whereas, it is believed to be the custom of the regular Physicians of 
the State, at the present time, to render medical services to clergymen and 
their families gratuitously ; 

« And whereas it is believed that as a class of citizens (their education, 
intelligence, and moral standing considered) they do more than any other 
class in the community to embarrass the legitimate influence of the medi- 
cal profession ; 

“ Therefore, Resolved, That as a rule we adopt the practice of charging 
clergymen the same fees as other citizens, except in cases of misfortune or 
inability, which would render it burdensome to make a just compensation 
for services tendered.” 


Marine Hospital Appropriations.—In the U. S. House of Representa- 
tives the Committee on Commerce reported a bill making appropriations 
for marine hospitals, at the following places, $10,000 each ; viz.. Pittsburg, 
Cleveland, Louisville, St. Louis, Padecot, Natchez, Chicago, Buffalo and 
Apalachicola. This is well, and yet N. Bedford, where the call for a ma- 
rine hospital is certainly imperative, appears to have been entirely overlooked. 


University of Louisiana— Medical Department.—An act was passed by 
the last Legislature, appropriating thirty-five thousand dollars to the Uni- 
versity of Louisiana. A large portion of this sum is to be expended in 
completing the medical department. : 

We are informed that the medical department, constructed upon the plan 
of that of the University of Pennsylvania, will be completed in time for 
the commencement of the lectures next fall. The building is large, has all 
the necessary lecture rooms, apartments, &c., for the comfort of the stu- 
dents and professors; and stands nearly in the centre of a large square, 
remote from the noise and bustle of the streets. Its isolated situation, and 
the plan upon which it is constructed, will render it an admirable place for 
study, and easy of ventilation ; two important considerations for the health 
and advancement of the students. Asa proof of the growing popularity 
of this institution, over one hundred and sixty students matriculated during 
the last session, and but for the report of the prevalence of the yellow fe- 
ver in our city, the number must have been much greater.. We can as- 
sure students, however, that at the commencement of the lectures, nothing 
is to be apprehended from the epidemic, as the season is too far advanced 
to endanger the health of strangers.—NV. O. Med. and Surg. Journal. 


To CoRRESPONDENTS.—A Letter from London, by Dr. March, of Albany, has been received, 
avd we shall endeavor to find room for it next week. 


Drep,—At St. Domingo, Dr. Marlet, massacred in the late insurrection.—In Canada, John L. 
Lee, M.1)., drowned. 


Report ef Deaths in Boston—for the week ending June 10th, 65.—Males, 36—females, 29.— 
Sullborn, 13. Of cousumption, 12—typhus fever, 6—searlet fever, 2—disease of the heart, 2— 
disease of the bowels, 1—disease of the spine, |—disease of the brain, 2—croup, 3—infantile, 6— 
child-bed, 2—hoopin cough, 1—accidental, 3—old age, 2—inflammation of the lungs, 2—pieurisy, 
1—cancer, 2—convulsions, 1—spasm, 1—marasmus, 1—cholera infantum, 1—dysentery, 4—diar- 
1—hemorrhage, 1—poison, 1—bronchitis, 1—debility, 1—dropsy of the brain, 1—mortifica- 

on, 1—measles, 1—teething, 1 


Under 5 years, 24—between 5 and 20 years, 8—between 20 and 40 years, 16—between 40 
and 60 years, J—over 60 years, 8. 
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412 Medical Miscellany. 


Foreign Med. Miscellany —The Bishop of Oxford lately preached a sermon on behalf 
of the funds of the Hospital for Consumption, which were increased by the eloquence 
of his lordship to nearly £90.—The annual meeting of the Society for the Relief of 
Widows and Orphans of Medical Men, founded by Dr. Denman, the father of the pre- 
sent Lord Chief Justice, held its anniversary meeting at the Freemasons’ Tavern, April 
15, Sir C. M. Clarke in the chair, when a most liberal collection was made for increas- 
ing the funds of the Society. —The weekly returns of the Registrar-General, for the 
week ending April 8th, report the following decease from an absurd feat: ‘In St. 
George's Hospital, a coal-porter, aged twenty-four, from hemorrhage from internal 
carotid artery, consequent on a burn of the mouth and throat by a red-hot poker, forc- 
ed inte the mouth by falling whilst carrying the poker between his teeth asa feat.” 
Three days elapsed between the receipt of the injury and the decease.—A concours 
for the chair of surgery to the faculty, in which some of the first Parisian surgeons took 
a share, has just terminated in Paris. Amongst the competitors were MM. Vidal (de 
Cassis), Malgaigne, Robert, Maisonneuve, Chassaignac, and Laugier, the last of whom 
was successful in obtaining the chair. 


BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTITUTION. 1848. 
THE annual course of Lectures will commence on the first Thursday, 3d of August next, and con- 
tinue fourteen weeks. 
FACULTY OF MEDICINE. 

Henry H. Cuitps, M.D., Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine and Obstetrics. 

Atonzo CLakk, M.D., Professor of General and Special Pathology. 

Gitman KimBa ty, M.D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

Cuester Dewey, M.D., Professor of Chemistry, Botany and Natural Philosophy. 

Benyamin R. Patmer, M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. 

ABNER H. Brown, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence. 

Frank.in A. Capy, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

Delegates from the Massachusetts Medical Society. 
Corinon GuiTeEau, M.D. Henry L. Sabin, M.D. 

Fees.—Fee for all the courses of Lectures, $50; fee for those who have already attended two full 
courses at incorporated Medical Schools, $10 ; Matriculation ticket, $3; Students who have attended 
two courses at this Institution, will be required to pay only the Matriculation fee ; Graduation 
fee, $18; Library fee, $1. 

Students who. propose attending the course of Lectures, will find it advantageous to spend a few 
weeks in the Reading Term, previous to the opening of the sesssion, to which they will be admitted 

atuitously. 
orThe advantages of the Berkshire Medical Institution for imparting a full and thorough medical 
education, are certainly not inferior to any of the Medical Colleges of the country. 

H. H. CHILDS, Pres’t of the Berk. Med. Institution. 


Pittsfield, Mass., April, 1848. Apr. 12—tL 
CRAIN’S SPINO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS 
For sale at the lowest wholesale price, by PHILBRICK & TRAFTON, 
Feb. 9.—eply 160 Washington street. 


ETHEREAL SOLUTION OF GUN COTTON, 
For Dressing Wounds, Excoriated Surfaces, &c. &c. Sold at wholesale and retail, by WILLIAM 
B. LITTLE & CO., Druggists, 104 Hanover street. mh 22 


MATICO. 
A FREsH supply just received and for sale by JOSEPH BURNETT, 
May 17—tf No. 33 Tremont Row. 


TO SURGEONS.—ETHEREAL SOLUTION OF GUN COTTON. 
THE properties of this solution as applied to Surgery, by Mr. 8. L. Bigelow, are as follows. It 
almost instantly forms an unirritating coating or plaster of great strength and durability. In con 
tracting, it brings the edges of the wound very firmly together, and being impervious to air and 
water, enables them to unite rapidly by first intention. It leaves hardly a perceptible scar. No 
sutures are required for simple incised wounds of any length. It affords protection tor all excoriated 
surfaces, &c. mh22—tf Forsaleby JOSEPH BURNETT, 33 Tremont Row. 


PHYSICIANS’ PRESCRIPTIONS. 
WE take this method to inform Physicians and others in the city, that we constantly keep all the 
new remedial agents and medicinal preparations of the best quality that is produced, which will be 
dispensed in Physician’s Prescriptions at al) hours, day and night, by competent persons. 
No efforts will be spared on our part to render our establishment second to none in the city as a 
Dispensary. PHILBRICK & TRAFTON, 
Feb. 9.—eply 160 Washington street, Boston. 


J. C. NEILSON, M.D., 
SURGEON DENTIST. Office with Dr. J. F. FLace, 31 Winter street, 
Apr. 12—eply BOSTON. 


CHLOROFORM. 


PURE 
For sale by Joseph Burnett, Apothecary, No. 33 Tremont Row, Jan. 5—tf. 
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